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Hardy Posey is a little-known lynching victim from Jefferson County Alabama.  He was born in 

1868 and had seven siblings.  His father, Irvine Posey, was a farmer who did not attend school, 

could not read or write, and was born in Georgia.  His personal estate value was fifty dollars, and 

their home was addressed Township 19 Range 4, Jefferson, Alabama. At the time of the 1870 

census, Irvine Posey was sixty years old and Hardy Posey was two years old. Irvine Posey was 

killed one year later.  

Hard Posey had to live life surrounded by the constant threat of racial violence and 

racial tension. His father was killed by the Ku Klux Klan in 1871 when Hardy was around two or 

three years old.  His father was killed simply for insulting a white man named Dennis 

Armstrong. This was followed by the death of his brother Wesley, who died in prison before he 

could be lynched four years before Hardy. Wesley was accused of the same crime as Hardy 

Posey, and following both deaths there were riots in Bessemer.  

Hardy Posey was accused of an attempted assault on a young, white girl by the name 

of “Alice” McKinney as stated by , but the name of the girl was “Mamie” Mckinney according to 

The Great Bend Weekly Tribune​.  One newspaper states the girl was fifteen, while other 

newspapers, ​The Goldsboro Headlight ​for example​,​ states she was twelve; furthermore, the 

papers were confused about who came to the girl’s rescue. Newspapers were recalling that her 



 
 
 
 
 
 
father alone had come to save her, after hearing her scream, but other papers declared the man 

who allegedly chased Posey away was her uncle. Simple facts like that being scrambled is cause 

enough to make one wonder what else is uncertain in this case.  Couple that with the fact that he 

was moved from his detainment facility that was described in a newspaper article as “…so well 

guarded at the lockup that it was thought not advisable to try to take him” to the marshal’s home 

where he was soon after took by a mob of 200 white men around noon, which acted so silently 

that not may people knew of the lynching until that morning.  The county coroner cut him down 

and then pronounced him dead at 9:00 a.m.  

NAACP.org states that “In the south, people were blaming their financial problems on 

the newly freed slaves that lived around them.  Lynchings were becoming a popular way of 

resolving some of the anger that whites had in relation to the free blacks.” With that being said 

Hardy Posey’s murder was possibly due to these circumstances.  It is a very likely possibility 

that his lynching was carried out simply to let off steam. The name Posey was well known as 

Our Mountain Home ​clearly states, “The man’s name was Posey and he was a brother of Wesley 

Posey, who was once sentenced to be hung for the same offense.”  As stated, earlier Wesley 

Posey died before he could be lynched. This is a likely motive and cause for a vendetta against 

Posey.   Many things were adding to the racial tension in the Bessemer area.  For instance, an 

interracial couple, a black man and a white woman, was in court trying to fight for their right to 

be together, but this type of relationship was taboo at this time.  Also, taxes were raised and this 

lead to blacks being scapegoated causing anger to be focused at them which lead to violent acts 

such as lynching.  Hardy Posey had the anger from being a scapegoat, being accused of a crime 



 
 
 
 
 
 
that evoked anger, and the fact that his brother’s mysterious death did not allow angry whites to 

purge their anger all working against him.  

Whether he had committed the crime or not, it does not take away the fact that he was 

wrongfully denied his right to a fair trial and other aspects of due process of the law.  If a trial 

would have ensued there was a chance Posey would have been found not guilty.  Instead, his 

case followed the trend that most black men fell victim to during this time period.  Just being 

accused of a crime against a white female meant he was awarded the automatic death penalty via 

a lynching by a mob.  As with Posey’s case, these lynchings almost always concluded with the 

victim being strung up by the neck with a hangman’s knot, better known as a noose, and left 

hanging like some strange fruit for the passers by to gawk at until it is harvested and planted into 

the ground.  
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