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Hardy Posey is a little-known lynching victim from Jefferson County Alabama. He was born in
1868 and had seven siblings. His father, Irvine Posey, was a farmer who did not attend school,
could not read or write, and was born in Georgia. His personal estate value was fifty dollars, and
their home was addressed Township 19 Range 4, Jefferson, Alabama. At the time of the 1870
census, Irvine Posey was sixty years old and Hardy Posey was two years old. Irvine Posey was

killed one year later.

Hard Posey had to live life surrounded by the constant threat of racial violence and
racial tension. His father was killed by the Ku Klux Klan in 1871 when Hardy was around two or
three years old. His father was killed simply for insulting a white man named Dennis
Armstrong. This was followed by the death of his brother Wesley, who died in prison before he
could be lynched four years before Hardy. Wesley was accused of the same crime as Hardy

Posey, and following both deaths there were riots in Bessemer.

Hardy Posey was accused of an attempted assault on a young, white girl by the name
of “Alice” McKinney as stated by , but the name of the girl was “Mamie” Mckinney according to
The Great Bend Weekly Tribune. One newspaper states the girl was fifteen, while other
newspapers, The Goldsboro Headlight for example, states she was twelve; furthermore, the

papers were confused about who came to the girl’s rescue. Newspapers were recalling that her



father alone had come to save her, after hearing her scream, but other papers declared the man
who allegedly chased Posey away was her uncle. Simple facts like that being scrambled is cause
enough to make one wonder what else is uncertain in this case. Couple that with the fact that he
was moved from his detainment facility that was described in a newspaper article as “...so well
guarded at the lockup that it was thought not advisable to try to take him” to the marshal’s home
where he was soon after took by a mob of 200 white men around noon, which acted so silently
that not may people knew of the lynching until that morning. The county coroner cut him down

and then pronounced him dead at 9:00 a.m.

NAACP.org states that “In the south, people were blaming their financial problems on
the newly freed slaves that lived around them. Lynchings were becoming a popular way of
resolving some of the anger that whites had in relation to the free blacks.” With that being said
Hardy Posey’s murder was possibly due to these circumstances. It is a very likely possibility
that his lynching was carried out simply to let off steam. The name Posey was well known as
Our Mountain Home clearly states, “The man’s name was Posey and he was a brother of Wesley
Posey, who was once sentenced to be hung for the same offense.” As stated, earlier Wesley
Posey died before he could be lynched. This is a likely motive and cause for a vendetta against
Posey. Many things were adding to the racial tension in the Bessemer area. For instance, an
interracial couple, a black man and a white woman, was in court trying to fight for their right to
be together, but this type of relationship was taboo at this time. Also, taxes were raised and this
lead to blacks being scapegoated causing anger to be focused at them which lead to violent acts

such as lynching. Hardy Posey had the anger from being a scapegoat, being accused of a crime



that evoked anger, and the fact that his brother’s mysterious death did not allow angry whites to

purge their anger all working against him.

Whether he had committed the crime or not, it does not take away the fact that he was
wrongfully denied his right to a fair trial and other aspects of due process of the law. If a trial
would have ensued there was a chance Posey would have been found not guilty. Instead, his
case followed the trend that most black men fell victim to during this time period. Just being
accused of a crime against a white female meant he was awarded the automatic death penalty via
a lynching by a mob. As with Posey’s case, these lynchings almost always concluded with the
victim being strung up by the neck with a hangman’s knot, better known as a noose, and left
hanging like some strange fruit for the passers by to gawk at until it is harvested and planted into

the ground.
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HANGED BY A MOBR,

A Brutal Negro Strung Up at Bessemer,
Ala.
Special to The Times-Democrat.

Bmsixouam, April 24.—The most note-
worthy thing that daylight discovered to the
citizens of Bessemer this morning was the
body of a 150-pound negro sunspended from
an odk tree in the eentre of the town, pla-
carded: ‘‘Our mothers, wives and dangh-
ters must and shall be protected. ” The facts
of the negro's *‘removal,” however, was not
new to many of those who looked upon his
dead body. It was accomplished about mid-
mght last night by a masked wob, after they
had dragged him through the town, shout-
ing: ‘‘Lyoch him!" String him up!”

Hardy Posey was the negro's name. His
offense was an attempted felonious assault
upon Mamie McKinney, a 12-yvear-old white
girl, adopted daughter of a mechanic, living
just out of the town, whose surname she
bore. The assault took place at McKinney's
home last Friday afternoon. The girl broke
from Posey's grasp in time to save herself,
and McKinney, who had been attracted to
the snot by her cries, gave chase to the brute
and canght him in heart of the town,
where he was turned over to the police. The
matter of lynching the prisoner was mooted
that night, but was left in abeyance, await-
ing better proofs of his identity. Saturday
Bev were ranged in front of the
girl, and she unhesitatingly spotted Posey
as hier assailant.

Plans were Iaid forthwith to make way
with him, but he was 8o well gunarded at the
m.tlg that it was thought not advisable to

try take Yesterday, however, the
his house would be the
safest place for prisoner overnight, took

him there,and it was there that the avengers

found hi The mob made the marshal and
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Mamie Instily, and finally broke

AWaY fl‘D‘l;h}Iim. Handy, who was t;fe\tety-
one years old, was a_young brother of Wes-
ley llooer. who reised such a racket here in
December, 1883, by a_similar
five-year-old white child. Half of the See-
ond Alatama It was req
for nearly & to protect him from the

ce. He was convicted under guard of
the troops, and sentenced to h.l.ng.‘glut the
Supreme Court remanded the case because
he w:i- dclt::::!l a change of venne, and whﬁe
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died ia jail here, r
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Himto a Limb—Threats of Vengeance.
Hardy Posey, colored, was lynched by

Bessemer, Ala,

of town. He éound Alice (;:Kinney. a
twelve year old girl, alone,and approach
ing her’ from behind, threw her
ground and attempted to outrage her.

rescue,”and the negro
caught. He was taken in charge by the

rought in

AND IDEXTIFIED POSEY

in a crowd of twenty negro men.
was no excitement, but a determination
to makeé swift and certain punishment
was seen in the faces of the white men
of the town. ~

The town marshal took the prisoner to
his residence and placed him under
strorg guard, but his precautions were
useless. Soon after midnight two hun-
dred masked men appeared at the officer’s
house and demanded tbe prisoner. ;

to say, but they meant business. Posey
was taken, and the officers were com-
pelled to go along with the mob and see
the work well done. About fifty feet
from the depot, near the center of the
town, stood a large oak tree, and under
this the crowd stopped. The negro was
bound band and foot and the rope placed
around his neck with the regulation

hangman’s knot. A large’ placard was
pinned to his breast, bearing the
words:

“Our mothers, wives and daughters
must and shall be protected.

[Signed

“BesseMeER's Best CIT1zENs.”

The leader then gave the order to pull
away, and in a moment the negro’s body
was hanging from a limb, his feet bein
ten feet from the ground. The crow
then moved away as quietly as they

| came.

The body was left
HANGING TO THE LIMB
until 9 o’clock in the morning, when it
was cut down by the coroner.

Posey was a brother of Wesley Posey
who came near sharing the same fate at
the hands of a mob in Birmingham four
years ago.” Wesley Posey assaulted a
white woman, and the efforts of a mob
to lynch him brought ‘about the ‘‘Posey
riot” at Birmingham, and caused all the
State troops to be ordered there. He was
afterwards tried and convicted, but died

in_jail soon after being sentenced.

A NEGRO ASSAULTS A LITTLE GIRL |

A Mob Takes Charge of Him and Hangs |
a mob of masked white men for attempt |
to rape a twelve year old white girl at |

The negro went to the home of a farmer |
named McKinney, who lives just outside |

to the |

Her screams brought her uncle to the |
ran, but was soon |

lice and was locked up. The girl was |

There |

The men were very quiet and had little |




Posey's l-:‘nh.th-e_r”li.lil_ud-in; the e
Minx,
Birmlugham Age.]

Wesley Posey’s father, Irvine Posey,
was killed by ku klux in 1871, about
two miles this side of old Joneshoro,
near the Tuscaloosa road, for insulting
Mr. Dennis Arnmstrong and his wife.
Mr. George W, Smith, to whom the
negro belonged, says he was a first-rate
worker, but that he had such a temper
it was next to impossible to control
him when angry. Mr, Smith also con-
firms theopinion of several others who
have talked with Wesley since his ar-
rest that, fool as he looks, he has sense
enough,
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BIRMINGHADM.

A Brother of Wesley Posy Lynched

[at Besscmer.] ]

~ BmwicEAM, April 24, —[Special.]—Bel
Posey, colored, was lynched at Bessemer ln::t

night for assulting a twelve year old whitg

girl with intent to rape. Posey was emplyed
by a contractor working om the streets of

Bessemer and the assault was made last Sat®
urday afternoon. The fact was kept very
quiet and yesterday the negro was arrested
and fully identified. When confrouted by
the litte giri the brute trembled in
every limb anpd covld not deny the charge.
He was p/aced in the town prison at Bessem-
er and iate last pizht was taken out and hung
to the limb of a tree which stood within fifty
feet of the depot. The work of the mob was
done so quietly that few people knew of it
until this merning when they found the body
banging ten feet from the gronnd. A card
Was ailached to the body and bore the follow-
sigpificant insecription: *“Our mothers,
< ani daughters must and shall be pro-
tected.” Signed, **Bessemers Best.”
The body remaine! hanging to the limb until
9 o’clock when 1t was ordered cut down by
Mayor McAdory and the Coroner summoned,

Posey was a brother ot Wesley Pes y, the |
negro who caused the riot here fonr years ago
and narrowly escaped lyn hing for the crime,

A drunkeu row among a lot of pegross oce-
corred at v'xmoor last night and onoe named
Dolph ~hieics was shot aud lai'y wounded.

It is not kuown who dit the shooting.

" Tom Jone-, 2 whit« miner at Pratt mines,
bad his thicat cut this moruing by a negro
pame . Tobe Wilsrn. Themembad beenqu r-
reling about som- thing, and Wiison suduenly
drew a knife and made a longe at Jones, cut-
ting a terrible gash iu his throat.  The woun
is a dangerous one and may prove fatal,

At the called neeting of the stockho!ders of
the Fast Birmingian Land Com any to-uay,
the directors were authorized 1o issge S50, )
gtﬁonde toextend & wamwy lice o the Gate

ity.

Itisrurm £ d that a iwob of negroes has sur-
roundec bessewer.







| EXCITEMENT AT BESSEMER, ALA,

A Negro Lynched and the Town Threat-
ened by a Colored Mob,
BIRMINGHAM, ALA., April 24.— Hardy
Posey, colored, was lynched Moaday night
at Bessemer for an attempt to outrage a
white girl fifteen years of age. The girl's
screams brought her father to the rescue,

and the mnegro fled, but was caught
Monday morning and identified by
the girl. He WAS swung to a
limb within th yards of the depot. A
placard was on the back of the body,
mm;lan t;ha fot::ctmiuz m “Our wivg
and daughters m and protected,
Signed **Bessemer’s Best.”

A special tran has just arrived from Besse-
mer for arms and assistance. Is is stated that
the town is surrounded by armed negroes,
who threaten to burn the bouses and kiil the
;iﬁms to avenge the lynching of Hardy

osey.

Later.—The lynching of Hardy Posey
greatly excites the negroes of Bessemer.
They are reported to have taken possession
of the town &nd to bhave started to burn it
down. A telegram was received asking the
sheriff for one hundred men and arms. They
have left here,jarmed with Winchesters, to
protect the people of Bessemer. Special
trains will be run all night to carry help ia
case of need.




