
Fred Spencer 

Fred Spencer was an African American miner, about 24-25 years old, in Birmingham. 
After acquiring a hand injury, Mr. Spencer was put out of work for roughly 3-4 weeks. On 
Wednesday, April 27, 1910, he reportedly got into a drunken dispute with Harriet 
Arrington (the cause was later perceived to be pay related) during which, Mr. Spencer 
shot at Arrington — hitting her once — before standing off against a mob of white and 
colored workers. After escaping, Mr. Spencer allegedly came across a 66-year-old 
Confederate veteran, Deputy Sheriff B.H. Young — fatally shooting him in the neck and 
nose. Young died on April 29 and was buried the next day. 

A month-long manhunt ensued for the capture of Mr. Spencer. A mob searched his 
brother, Bob’s, house to no avail, leading many to believe he fled into the woods. After 
reports of Mr. Spencer sightings, another African American man, Jim Hatter, was 
lynched on May 2, 1910 near Dolomite, likely for suspicion of aiding Fred Spencer. 

After a seemingly unsuccessful manhunt and false reports of Mr. Spencer being lynched 
in late April, the trail seemingly went cold. However, on August 1, 1910, The Birmingham 
News reported the discovery of an unidentified black corpse floating on a pile of 
driftwood in a creek near Mulga in Jefferson County. The coroner reported that the 
person had been dead roughly 6-8 weeks. Based on physicality, the coroner believed it 
was the body of Mr. Spencer. He was likely caught by a mob and shot repeatedly before 
either being thrown into the river, or fleeing into the river and dying from injury.

The last known article reporting on Mr. Spencer was published by The Birmingham 
News on August 2. He was never convicted or found guilty by a court of law for the 
Deputy Sheriff’s murder. Lastly, there is no definitive confirmation as to whether the 
body found was Mr. Spencer or not. Either way, it was another black life that never saw 
justice. 
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