
Hardy Posey  
 
On April 23, 1888, a mob of white men lynched Hardy Posey on a large oak tree near the Southern 
Railway Depot in Bessemer. In the previous report on his murder, the researchers stated that Rose 
Posey was Mr. Posey’s mother, but a contradiction arose through further research. According to 
information on the 1870 Census report, it was determined that Rose Posey was actually his sister.   
 
In addition to the previous report, it was discovered that         Mr. Posey’s home address was Township 
19 Range 4, Jefferson, Alabama. His father, Irvine Posey, was a farmer who did not attend school, 
could not read or write, and was born in Georgia. At the time of the 1870 census, Mr. Posey was two 
years old, and Irvine Posey was 60 years old; therefore, at the time of his father’s death in 1871, Mr. 
Posey was around three years old.  
 
Furthermore, information was found suggesting that Mr. Posey had multiple unique circumstances 
working against him. The name Posey was well known in the area. Hardy, Irvine, and Wesley Posey 
(Hardy Posey’s brother) were all victims of racial terror violence. In their cases, Mr. Posey and his 
father were both murdered by a group and Wesley Posey succumbed to a mysterious death while in 
prison, which is how he avoided the agony of being lynched. Wesley Posey’s death sparked riots, which 
caused people in the community to make his family and its history known. The police 
counterintuitively, or potentially to help the mob, moved Mr. Posey from a secured location to the 
home of a marshal, which made it much easier for the mob that came for him. That along with blacks 
being blamed for the rise in taxation consequently added to the haste at which his lynching was carried 
out. 
 
The newspapers reporting about Mr. Posey’s murder had a few occasions where they were guilty of 
handing out mixed information. For instance, the name and age of the alleged assault victim was 
different depending on which newspaper a person read. Her name switched from “Alice” McKinney 
in The Goldsboro Headlight to “Mamie” McKinney in The Great Bend Weekly Tribune. One 
newspaper states she was 15, while other newspapers, The Goldsboro Headlight, for example, states 
she was 12; furthermore, the papers were confused about who came to her rescue. Newspapers were 
recalling that her father alone had come to save her, after hearing her scream, but other papers declared 
the man who allegedly chased Mr. Posey away was her uncle. These discrepancies highlight some of the 
fallibilities of using newspaper sources to understand these acts of racial terror. So much remains 
unknown.  
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