
Boycotting for Justice: John Chandler 

I uncovered information on the the complicity of local police, the black communities 
response to the lynching, and the trial for Mr. Chandler’s murders.

First off, the unlikely time of when the Sheriff chose to move  Mr. Chandler that Katie 
mentions in her report was confirmed in an article I found. The Birmingham Times noted 
that all morning many telephone messages had been sent across the city, likely letting 
the funeral procession know when Mr. Chandler and the other two men would be an 
easy target. The Sheriff’s office received a call two hours before Mr. Chandler arrived 
asking about the men. Yet, knowing the men might be in danger, the police did not 
change their plans.

The day after the lynching, on Monday night, Bessemer’s black community gathered in 
the town’s Methodist church. During the meeting, they passed a resolution to boycott 
Bessemer’s Italian merchants. The Birmingham News only knew the outlines of the 
meeting because the pastor and officials refused to talk to the press about the matter, 
likely to protect the safety of those involved.

Immediately following the shooting, Louis Gagliano was taken into custody. His brother, 
Nick Gagliano fled the scene (he was later found in St. Louis in September and brought 
back to Birmingham). Two days later, on January 30, a trial was held for the murder of 
Mr. Chandler. The court heard 20 witnesses. Yet, the coroner refused to let the court 
know what his inquest uncovered. He said that the that Mr. Chandler, “came to his death 
by being shot by revolvers in the hands of parties unknown.” During the trial, the 
courtroom was filled with black residents hoping to see justice for Mr. Chandlers’ life. 
The trail took two days. At the end of it, the judge put a warrant out for Gagliano’s arrest 
for a grand jury trial.

Even with this small victory, Gagliano was never sentenced. A year later, he was still 
held in jail for the murder. In April 1913 the case passed over to criminal court due to 
“lack of witnesses.” Three years later, in April 1915, Gagliono was released from jail. 
The grand jury had found him not guilty.

The police knowingly put Mr. Chandler in harm’s way. The coroner refused to indict the 
known murderers. Citizens refused to testify as witnesses. This research shows how all 
parts of society allowed Mr. Chandler’s murder to happen and go unpunished.

Hans Hooks, University of Alabama at Birmingham 
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