
Remembrance Through Newspapers: Tom Redmond  
 
On September 9, 2019, Jefferson County community members gathered at Sloss Furnaces to dedicate 
a historical marker memorializing Tom Redmond, who was lynched on June 17, 1890, as a result of 
racial violence at Brookside Mines. Sources agree that on June 16, 1890, a group of white men 
instigated a quarrel after hurling rocks at a group of black men. The next day, Tom Acres, a white 
man, reignited the dispute after attempting to arrest one of the black men, Jim McDowell. The 
encounter sparked a shoot-out in front of a Sloss company store and Tom Redmond was fatally shot. 
Some newspapers do not mention  Mr. Redmond’s name, and in fact never mention that a black man 
was killed at all. Most newspapers mark Mr. Redmond as a leader of the group of black men who 
deserved punishment.  
 
The only accounts we have of Mr. Redmond’s lynching are from the perspective of the white men 
involved in the incident and the white press reporting on the incident. Although no accounts from 
African American sources survive, accounts in the white press in Alabama and across the country 
provide new insights into how contested the account of Mr. Redmond’s lynching was, and how hard 
it remains to understand exactly what happened.  
The day after Mr. Redmond’s murder, an article provided new information in understanding his 
lynching. The Birmingham News states that miners’ children playing near Brookside found a dead 
body in the leaves. The children reported it to the authorities, but their parents refused to allow them 
to return with the officers to show them where the body was seen. Newspaper accounts say nothing 
about what happened to the body that was found, and authorities held no one responsible for        Mr. 
Redmond’s murder.  
 
The aftermath of Mr. Redmond’s murder repeats the pattern of the death of an African American 
man used to reaffirm the social frameworks and values of a society dedicated to oppressing black 
people. Our understanding of Mr. Redmond’s death and our remembrance of him are shaped by the 
lens of the white community. Without a common understanding of what happened, some remember 
Mr. Redmond as the unnamed, others remember him as a bystander who was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time, and others as the perpetrator rather than the victim. 
 
The historical marker helps us name Tom Redmond and reckon with the truth of racial terror that 
intimidated Mr. Redmond and traumatized generations by reinforcing racial hierarchy and 
segregation. In remembering Tom Redmond, the community must resist the urge to accept the 
narrative that dehumanizes him.  
 
Joyeuse Senga, Samford University  
 
Selected sources 
“Untitled,” Jefferson Enterprise, June 17, 1890, page 1.  
“Between whites and negroes at Brookside,” The Birmingham News, June   
     16, 1890, page 5. 
“A Dead Rioter,” The Birmingham News, June 18, 1890, page 7. 
 


