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S. Hardy Posey

Name: Hardy Posey

Place: Bessemer, AL

Date: March 23, 1888

Clipping: The Times and News, 26 April 1888. Page 2

Hardy Pucey, coinred, was lynehed
at Beesemer, Ala, laat Monday  nigh
for assan'ting a twe'ye vear old white
girl with iotent to oentraze her. A
eard was attached to the bady and
bore the followiog signifieant inseiip-
iion : “Our mithers, wives and daugh-
ters most and shall ba- pr-utl!-l:!i:d :
Signed, " Bessemer's Best,' '

The next morniog o special train
from Bessemer arrived in  Birming-
ham for arms and aceistanee, It is)
sta ed that the town is surrounaid by
armed negroes who threaten to Lo
bourer and kil citizfns 1o avenge the
1 mnhmr. of Hardy Pora: .
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HANGED BY A MOBR,

A Brutal Negro Strung Up at Bessemer,
Ala,
Special to The Times-Demorrat.

Bmuivauaawm, April 24.—The most note-
worthy thing that daylight discovered to the
citizens of Bessemer this morning was the
body of & 150-pound negro suspended from
an oak tree in the eentre of the town, pla-
carded: ‘‘Our mothers, wives and dangh-.
ters must and shall be protected. ” The facts
of the negro's *‘removal,” however, was not
new to many of those who looked upon his
dead body. It was accomplished about mid-
might last night by a masked mob, after they
had dragged him through the town, shout-
ing: “‘Lynch him!” String him up!”

Hardy Posey was the negro's name. His
offense was an attempted felonions assault
upon Mamie McKinney, a 12-year-old white
girl, adopted daughter of a mechanic, living
just out of the town, whose suarname she
bore. The assault took place at McKinney's
home last Friday afternoon. The girl broke
from Posey's grasp in time to save herself,
and Hckumey. who had been atiracted to
the snot by her mea. &ve chase to the brute
and canght him heart of the town,
where he was turned over to the police. The
matter of lynching the prisoner was mooted
tlu.t night, but was left in abeyance, await-

hener proofs of his identity. Saturday
nes':el were ranged in front of the
mrl. and unhentutmgly spotted Posey
a8 hier assailant,
lans were Iaid forthwith to make way
with him, but he was so well gnarded at the
lockup that it was thought not advisable to
try to take Yesterday, however, &:

mrltn.l. ing his house would be

safost plloe for primer overnight, took
him there,and II there that the avengers
f The nob the marshal and

thetvo cemen of thato'n go along with
seo the work well done.

luma #ays she mintheyard
nm-noqawhen oaer came by and
?.'mr- a&'m s, Tt the.
ere no negro
Iincend she f

l‘iend. ml Phb“ﬂ ’her about the waist said

WO mad and

threw her to the P
Mamie mmasr?:snm;. and finally broke

uuy from hlm. Handy, who was twenty-
‘ m a_young brother of Wes-
ley . urho such a racket here in
December, lns:l,by s similar -.ttempt ona
ﬂve-yu.r-old white child, Half of the See-
ond Alabama 1t was required here
for nurly 3 to protect him from the
populace. He was convicted nnder (%nrd of
the troops, and sentenced to the
Supreme Court remanded the r:ue becanse
he w:ln dcttx:::ll a change of venne, and whﬁe
awaiting in an adjoining county. e
died ia jail here.
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A NEGRO ASSAULTS A LITTLE GIRL |

A Mob Takes Charge of Him and Hangs |

Him to a Limb—Threats ef Vengeance.

Hardy Posey, colored, was lynched by
a mob of masked white men for attempt |
to rape a twelve year old white girl at |
Bessemer, Ala.
The negro went to the home of a farmer |
named McKinney, who lives just outside |
of town. He found Alice McKinney, a
twelve year old girl, alone,and approach-
ing her from behind, threw her to the |
ground and nttempted to outrage her.
Her screams brought her uncle to
rescue,”and the negro ran, but was soon |
caught. He was taken in charge by the
golice and was locked up. The girl was |
rought in ‘
AND IDENTIFIED POREY

in a crowd of twenty negro men.
was no excitement, but a determination
to maké swift and certain punishment
was seen in the faces of the white men
of the town. A

The town marshal took the prisoner to
his residence and placed him under
strorg guard, but his precautions were
useless. Soon after midmght two hun-
dred masked men ap at the officer’s
house and demanded the prisoner.

The men were very quiet and had little |
to say, but they meant business. Posey
was taken, and the officers were com-
pelled to go along with the mob and see
the work well done. About fifty feet
from the depot, near the center of the
town, stood a large oak tree, and under
this the crowd stopped. The negro was
bound band and foot and the rope placed
around his neck with the regulation

hangman’s knot. A large placard was
pinned to his breast, bearing the
words:

“Qur mothers, wives and daughters
must and shall be protected.

8i
e “;Bmsmwn 's Best Crr1zENs.”
The leader then gave the order to pull
away, and in a moment the negro’s body
was hanging from a limb, his feet bein
ten feet from the gtound The crow
then moved away as quietly as they

| came.

The body was left
HANGING TO THE LIMB

until 9 o’clock in the morning, when it
was cut down by the cororer.

Posey was a brother of Wesley Posey.
who came near sharing the same fate a
the hands of a mob in Birmingham four
years ago. Wesley Posey assaulted a
white woman, and the efforts of a mob
to lynch him brought ‘about the ‘‘Posey
riot” at Birmingham, and caused all the
State troops to be ordered there. He was
afterwards tried and convicted, but died

in jail soon after being sentenced.
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Posey's l‘;ﬂ:“l-t’r-l'“lilil-l':d-_ll; the Ku
Minx,
Birmlugham Age.]

Wesley Posey’s father, Irvine Posey,
was killed by ku klux in 1571, about
two miles this side of old Joneshoro,
near the Tusecaloosa road, for insulting
Mr. Dennis Armstrong and his wife.
Mr. George W, Smith, to whom the
negro belonged, says he was a first-rate
worker, but that he had such a temper
it was next to impossible to control
him when angry. Mr. Smith also con-
firms theopinion of several others who
have talked with Wesley since his ar-
rest that, fool as he looks, he has sense
enough,
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BIRMINGHANM.

A Brother of Wesley Posy Lynched

[at Besscmer.} ]

.~ BmMmicEAYM, April 24—[Special.]—Bel
Posey, colored, was !ynched at Bessemer lmt

night for assulting a twelve year old whitg

girl with intent to rape. Posey was emplyed
by a contractor working om the streets of

Bessemer and the assault was made last Sat®
urday afternoon. The fact was kept very
quiet and yesterday the negro was arrested
and fully identified. When confronted by
the little girl the brute trembled in
every limb apd covld mot deny the charge.
He was p/aced in the town prison at Bessem-
er and iate last nizht was taken out and hung
to the limb of a tree which stood within fifty
feet of the depot. The work of the mob was
done so quietly that few people knew of it
until this morning when they found the body
banging ten feet from the gronnd. A card
Was ailached to the body and bore the follow-
sigpnificant inscription: *“Our mothers,
< an| daughters must and shall be pro-
tected.” Signed, **Bessemers Best.”
The body remained hanging to the limb until

9 o’clock when 1t was ordered cut down by
Mayor McAdory and the Coroner summoned.

Posey was a brother ot Wesley Pos y, the
negro who caused the riot here fonr years ago
and narrowly escaped lyn hing for the crims,

A drunkeu row among a lot of pegro+s oc-
corred at vxmoor last pight and onoe named
Dolph ~hieics was shot aud tatl'y wounded.

It is not kuown who dit the shooting.

" Tom Jope-, 2 whit« miner at Pratt mines,
bad his thicat cut this moruing by a negro
name . Tote Wilson. Themenbad beenqu r-
reling about som- thing, and Wiison suduenly
drew a knife and made a l/nge at Jones, cut-
ting a terrible gash iu his throat.  The woun
is a dangerous one and may prove fatal,

At the called nieetivg of the stockholders of
the Fast Birmingian Land Com any to-uay,

the directors were authorized 1o issue S5t k)
of bonds to extend & wamwy lice 1o the Late
City.

Itisrurm £ d that & wob of negroes has sur-
roundec bessewner.
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| EXCITEMENT AT BESSEMER, ALA.

A Negro Lvnched and the Town Threat-
ened by a Colored Mob,

| DBIRMINGHAM, ALA., April 24 — Hardy

Posey, colored, was lynched Moaday night

at Bessemer for an attempt to outrage a

white girl fifteen years of age. The girl's

screams brought her father to the rescue,

and the mnegzro fled, but was caught

Monday morning and identified by

Soo within thivty,ducds of the depet. &
within e

placard was uhgu the back of the body,

R e abiors st aal it Lo srotestidy
ughters m

Signed *“Bessemer’s Best.”

A special tramn has just arrived from Besse-
mer for arms and assistance. Is is stated that
tbe town is surrounded by armed negroes,
who threaten to burn the bouses and kiil the
%iﬁms to avepge the lynching of Hardy

osey.

Later.—The lynching of Hardy Posey
greatly excites the negroes of Bessemer.
They are reported to have taken possession
of the town and to bhave started to burn it
down. A telegram was received asking the
sheriff for one hundred men and arms. They
have left here,jarmed with Winchesters, to
protect the people of Bessemer, Special
trains will be run all night to carry helpin
case of need.




